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R E:O P P O S EEL IM IN AT IO N O FDEN T AL M AN AGED CAR EP R O GR AM IN L .A.CO U N T Y

O nbehalfofL .A.CareHealthP lan,w eappreciatetheopportunity tocom m entonGovernorN ew som ’sbudget
proposaltoelim inatethedentalm anagedcareprogram L osAngelesCounty know nasL A P HP ---aprogram thathas
beeninplacefordecades.

Asthenation’slargestpublicplan,L .A.CareHealthP lanservesm orethantw om illionbeneficiariesthroughoutL os
AngelesCounty enrolledinthefollow ingprogram s:M edi-Cal,Children’sHealthInsuranceP rogram (CHIP ),M edi-
Cal/M edicaredual-eligibles,InHom eS upportiveS ervicesproviders(IHS S ),andCalifornia’sstate-based exchange
(CoveredCalifornia).Asapublicplan,itisL .A.Care’sm issiontoprovideaccesstoquality healthcareforL os
AngelesCounty'svulnerableandlow -incom ecom m unitiesandresidentsand tosupportthesafety netrequiredto
achievethatpurpose.

S ince2003,L .A.Carehasprovided m orethan$12 m illioningrantsfor130 projectsthatprovideoralhealth
infrastructure,education,preventionandtreatm entservicestolow -incom ecom m unities. L .A.Carerem ainsone
ofthelargestsupportersofcoordinatedoralhealthservicesinL osAngelesCounty,inpartbecauseofthestrong
connectionbetw eenoralhealthandoverallhealth.

W ebelievetheterm inationofdentalm anagedcarew illcausesignificantdisruptiontobeneficiariesandw ill
m akecarecoordinationm uchm oredifficultinafee-for-serviceenvironm ent. A sthestateispreparingforits
nextM edi-Calw aiverrenew alandisrelyingm oreandm oreonm anagedcareandtheim m ensebenefitthat
m anagedcarebringstothestate’sm ostvulnerablepopulations,itm akesthem ostsensetoincludeam anaged
caredentalbenefitcom ponentinconjunctionw iththestate’sgoalofm ovingtointegratedw hole-personcare
form ostpopulations.

InL osAngelesCounty,therearenearly 400,000 M edi-Calbeneficiariesthatreceivetheirdentalbenefitvia
m anaged careby approxim ately 1,600 dentists. T hisisasignificantam ountofpeoplethatw ould bem ovedinto
thefee-for-serviceprogram ,causingsubstantialdisruptionand chaos. Additionally,m any ofthesebeneficiaries
haveordorely uponthedentalplanstocasem anagetheiroftencom plex issuesincludingspecialneeds
individuals.Asstudiesand surveyshaveshow n,dentalaccessinthefee-for-serviceprogram islim ited,w ithdental
providerscitinglow reim bursem entrates,adm inistratively burdensom eprogram requirem ents,and uneven
geographicdistributionofdentists. Attachedisadocum entdeveloped by L IBER T Y DentalP lan,oneofthethree
contacted dentalplans,com paringutilizationbetw eenthefee-for-serviceprogram and dentalm anagedcare.



W eagreew ithGovernorN ew som thattheL osAngelesCounty dentalbenefitcanbeim proved – and should be
im proved – inbothdentalm anaged careand thefee-for-serviceprogram . Asthem anaged carepilotis25 years
old,itistim etoconsidertheaccom plishm entsand challengesofthepilotand m oveforw ard inim provingthe
m anaged careprogram . A saresult,w erespectfully requestthattheA dm inistration,L egislature,DHCS and
stakeholdersbuilduponalltheim portantw orkthathasbeenaccom plishedinL osA ngelesCounty ratherthan
elim inatingm anagedcare. Infact,L .A .Caresupportstheintegrationofdentalandphysicalhealthby
em beddingthedentalbenefitw ithinthehealthplan,inasim ilarw ay thatthepediatricdentalbenefitis
em beddedw ithinCoveredCalifornia’sQ ualified HealthP lans. W ebelievethatem beddingthebenefitw ould
supporttheGovernor’sgoalsofCalA IM w ithfullintegrationofm anagedcare.

L .A.Carebelievesm anagedcareisabletoofferm orecom pletecarecoordinationthanispossiblethroughafee-
for-servicesystem .Asaresult,w erespectfully opposetheGovernor’sproposaltoelim inatedentalm anaged care
inL osAngelesCounty.

Ifyou haveany questions,pleasecontactm eatccom partore@ lacare.orgor916.930.0043.
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Cherie Compartore
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